PREPARATION FOR THE DICTIONARY.

will find a man capable of explaining the
little word ly, stating its primary signifi-
cation and its true sense in its several uses
and applications.

The spirit with which Webster defended
himself was a manly one, and it is notice-
able how years of fencing had improved
the temper of his weapons. He was keener
in his thrusts, more dexterous and supple,
and comported himself in these disputes as
a man entirely confident of his position. It
is not vanity which upholds a man work-
ing silently year after year at a task ridi-
culed by his neighbors and denounced by
his enemies. Webster had something bet-
ter to sustain him than an idle self-conceit.
He had the reserve of a high purpose, and
an aim which had been growing more clearly
understood by himself, so that he could
afford to disregard the judgments of others.
There was in the outward circumstance of
his life something which testifies to the
sincerity and worth of his purpose. He had
withdrawn himself into the wilderness that
he might free himself from encumbrances
in his work, and with his love of society